
June 26, 2022 

Thirteen Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
Today is a day of great joy for our local Church at the ordination of three new 

priests. The laying on of hands happens in silence and When Archbishop Etienne 

laid hands on them sirens went off.  I thought, wow, these guys are being sent to 

be spiritual “first responders” to those who are in distress.  When the priests 

came up to lay hands, the chimes of the cathedral ran at 11:00 am and thought, 

“Wow, these guys are being sent to bring Christ to the greats moments of joy in 

our lives.  They will bring the cross and resurrection to us and the world.   Life is a 

mixture of both.  We live that here at St. Louise.  It is sad to say good-bye to Fr. 

Ben this weekend and we are also looking forward to welcome one of the newly 

ordained, Fr. Josh Nehnevaj.  Today’s reading from Luke’s Gospel is significant 

because it is here in the ninth chapter that Jesus begins “his way” to Jerusalem.  

For the next ten chapters we will read how Jesus will call his followers to 

conversion, he instructs them how to live and prepares them for his rejection in 

Jerusalem, for his suffering and death on the cross.  

 

Notice that the disciples, who are not yet well formed in “the way” are ready to 

condemn the Samaritans who will not welcome him.  In no uncertain terms, Jesus 

rebukes them and they continue the journey to another village.  When we 

connect that to the teaching of St. Paul to the Galatians in the second reading 

today where he says, “For the whole law can be summed up in one statement, 

namely, You Shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you go on biting and 

devouring on another, beware that you are no consumed by one another, beware 

that you are not consumed by one another.” It is easy to bite and devour our 

neighbor when we judge each other.  Our role is not to judge anyone that belongs 

to God alone, our is to love as God loved us.  We set our hand to the plow of love 

even when people don’t agree. 

 

We live in a culture where people are biting and devouring one another.  Divisions 

are strong on almost any topic you can think of and the ability to respect one and 

to have an honorable debate is almost non-existent.  We are blessed that our 

bishops in Washington state are calling us to look to Jesus, to keep our eyes 

focused on him and on the love of neighbor.   I will read for you some of the 

statement that they published yesterday after the Supreme Court decision was 

announced that overturned Roe. 



 

“Respecting the dignity of every human life from conception to natural death is a 

core tenet of our Catholic faith.  This conviction compels us to seek justice and 

advocate for the vulnerable, the voiceless and the afflicted.  Upholding the dignity 

of every human person drives us to care for the poor, to welcome immigrants, to 

seek racial justice, and to oppose abortion. . ..  

 

Due to laws passed prior to Roe, abortion remains legal in Washington state.  

Regardless of the legal status of abortion, the Church’s call to respect life remains 

unchanged.  We continue . . . to care for mothers who face unplanned or 

challenging pregnancies.  As families who choose life in difficult circumstances, we 

are called to accompany them on their journey and to do all we can to support 

them and their children.  Advocating for life does not end with the birth of the 

child.  Respecting the dignity of every human person means ensuring all families’ 

basic needs are met and that they are given the opportunity to thrive.” 

 

I invite you to consider their words as a message of love for all people and not as 

judgement of anyone.  

 

The bishops then pledge to strengthen our commitment as Catholics to offer the 

support that families need and call us to participate actively through the 

Washington State Catholic conference to promote policies that support the poor 

in general and women and families in particular.  Now begins the work of 

supporting woman and families and here are a couple of suggestions of how to do 

just that.  On our parish website you will find how to support Prepares of Western 

Washington and the New Bethlehem Project.  Consider making of donation of 

time and/or funds to support these groups.      

 

No matter what our personal feelings or experiences might be of any of the issues 

of upholding the dignity of every person, or promoting justice life and peace, we 

as people of faith will keep looking to Jesus who will show us the way through 

even the most challenging of times.   We will keep our hand on the plow of love.            

 


